CHEMISTRY   IN   AMERICA
Borrichius, a Danish chemist, who first discovered the method of inflaming the oils by nitric acid, are particularly to be noticed for their talents. To the labours of these men we are indebted for many valuable medicines. But in a peculiar manner they demand our gratitude for the intimate union they have produced between medicine and chemistry, the consequence of which has been that disease has been stripped of' half its terrors.
Amid the dark, gathering clouds of ignorance and superstition, that hung over all Europe during this century, one ray of light burst forth so pure and strong as to indi- -cate a rapid dispersion of the worse.than Egyptian darkness of the age. Francis Bacon, a name that must at once draw forth our pity and admiration, appeared at the latter end of the sixteenth century, and laid the foundation of .natural philosophy on the true and immutable basis of reason. For some centuries past the world had been engaged not in discussing philosophical truths, but the opinions of philosophers. The book of Nature, from whence alone true knowledge can be drawn, was entirely neglected, and the works of Aristotle and Plato were made use of to supply its place. Instead of endeavoring to discover her laws by observing their effects, they attempted to explain them by the categories of the Peripatetics or the ideas of the Platonists. But Bacon, perceiving that these ignes fa\tui only served to lead astray, chose for his guide the invariable light of reason. By this he soon perceived that a knowledge of the laws of Nature can only be acquired by observing her operations. He therefore advised mankind, instead of spending their time in interpreting the idle dreams of mystical philosophers, to forsake their air-built castles and by experiment erect their systems on the adamantine basis of truth. Not content, like the generality of reformers, with barely pointing out the road they ought to pursue, this able pioneer proceeded a considerable distance in it, and cleared the way to many of
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